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   1) 
What does Joseph Nye mean by the term “soft power”?  Has the United States successfully used its soft power assets in foreign policy?

   2) 
Examine the doctrine of “pre-emptive war”. Does this doctrine justify the invasion of Iraq?

   3) 
Has the United States entered an era of Republican Party dominance? What accounts for Republican electoral success?

   4) 
Examine the politics of language in the United States. Should English be given the status of an official language as has occurred in some states? Is the pre-eminent position of English threatened by the growing Spanish speaking population?

  5) 
Examine the place of native Americans in the United States, including their relationship with both state and national governments. You may consider concerns over gambling revenues, water rights and enforcement of criminal law.

   6) 
Should the federal civil service “look like America” (Clinton)? That is should the civil service reflect the composition of the United States demographically, an idea sometimes referred to as representative bureaucracy? What problems arise in doing this?

   7) 
Evaluate attempts to “reinvent government”.  Has government in the United States become more efficient by adopting business methods?

   8) 
Has the Bush administration been irresponsible in running up budget deficits? What are the sources and consequences of deficits?

   9) 
Examine the role of money in American elections.  Has money corrupted American politics?

 10)  
Examine the case for American exceptionalism. Is the United States unique politically? You may consider the limited welfare state, lack of a socialist party as evidence of exceptionalism.
 11)  
Are relations between whites and African Americans improving?  Or as Andrew Hacker argues in Two Nations: Black & White, Separate, Hostile, Unequal do they remain divided?

